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The Friends of the Oskar Diethelm Historical 
Library have, through their consistent and generous 
contributions, helped sustain the library's place as 
one of the finest specialized collections of psy- 
chiatric history in the country. Supported by a 
substantial number of related historical works in 
philosophy and psychology and by a reference collec- 
tion of over 2200 works, it has for twelve years 
served as the research facility for the section on 
the history of psychiatry and the behavioral sciences 
of the department of psychiatry, and for interested 
scholars from other institutions here and abroad. 

The library had its origins in the appointment 
of Dr. Oskar Diethelm as Professor of Psychiatry at 
Cornell University Medical College in 1936. He 
brought with him the conviction that the development 
of psychiatric thought is an important constituent 
of one's understanding of the discipline today. Soon 
after his arrival he began to collect significant 
works in the history of psychiatry, and the collection 
gradually grew to such proportions that a separate 
library was established in 1953 to house the original 
psychiatric and related material published before 1920. 
On his retirement in 1962, it was named the Oskar 
Diethelm Historical Library in his honor. 

The Friends of the Library have shared since 
1964 in supporting the library's growth. In 1970 the 
Friends numbered a record 107, and through their dona- 
tions we processed 46 rare books. This figure by no 
means represents the entire number of acquisitions, 
as a large number of books have not yet been formally 
entered. The Loeb, Rhoades and Company grant of three 
years ago enabled us to acquire 31 more historical 
works, including two medical theses; from the fund 
established by Mrs. Frances S. Cartmel] we added four 
rare volumes. Seven items, including one medical 
thesis, were purchased from Dr. Diethelm's special 
fund, and 14 books were incorporated from the West- 
chester Division of the New York Hospital. Special 
gifts numbering 16 bring to 118 this year's total of 
historical material processed into the library. One 


hundred twenty-three reference works were acquired 
through several different sources. 


Friends’ support allowed us the opportunity to 
buy a very rare set of The Zoist: A Journal of Cerebral 
Physiology and Mesmerism. Its thirteen volumes, pub- 
lished from 1843 to 1855, are a valuable repository of 
case descriptions and psychological treatises based on 
mesmerism and phrenology. As the only medical journal 
of that period which would readily accept articles on 
mesmerism, the Zoist was welcomed by physicians and 
laymen eager to record and publicize claims for ther- 
apeutic successes that ranged from the cure of hysteria 
to surgery performed painlessly under mesmeric anaes- 
thesia. The journal always carried a number of phreno- 
logical character analyses, most often of executed 
murderers, and in its pages phrenologists discussed 
criminal responsibility, the corrective possibilities 
of education, and the relationship of mental faculties 
to patterns of behavior. John Elliotson (1791-1868), 
the Zoist's founder, was a London physician of great 
prestige and remarkable independence. He was forced 
to resign his positions at University College, London 
and University College Hospital when he insisted on 
teaching and practicing mesmerism. He continued to 
write and to practice, determined to establish both 
phrenology and mesmerism firmly within the scientific 
community as valuable aids to the more precise defini- 
tion of man's mind and the cure of many of his physical 
and mental ills. While these hopes were not realized, 
others were. Mesmerism contributed to studies of 
Suggestion and the imagination, and thus to hypnotism 
and gradually to the study of the unconscious. Phren- 
ology added to the growing interest in the physical 
Structure of the brain, contributing to neurophysiology. 
Elliotson's summary statement about the Zoist, then, 
iS an appropriate one: "It is a rich store, and will 
be a solid work of reference for years to come." 








Although most of the book collecting for the 
library is based on specific acquisitions to fill known 


gaps, every so often we have the chance to obtain a 
collection of works which strengthen a given area. 
Such was the case when we were offered a collection of 
psychoanalytic literature numbering over 100 items, 
which we purchased with research funds. It includes 
runs of the journal Imago and a complete set of the 
Almanach der Psychoanalyse, and monographs represent- 
ing all the major and some minor figures in the move- 
ment from 1910 to 1930. The collected papers of 
Ferenczi are here, as are several works of Sigmund 
Freud. As the corrections and additions Freud often 
made in his writings from one edition to the next must 
be studied to understand the evolution of his ideas, 
we were very pleased that a copy of the eighth edition 
of his Die Traumdeutung gives us a complete set of all 
the editions wherein ft were made. 

Our strongest holdings are in the fields of 
early British and American psychiatry, but the col- 
lections of foreign-language works are also substan- 
tial. Among those purchased in 1970 are the following 
three, the first one acquired through the Loeb, Rhoades 
and Company grant. . 

M. Legrain, Du Délire chez les Degénérés, Obser- 
vations Prises a 1'Asile Sainte-Anne, 1885-1886, Paris: 
1886. 

Legrain wrote this work as a senior resident 
under Valentin Magnan, the great French neuropatholo- 
gist whose two main interests his pupil shared: the 
Study of mental degeneracy, and the effects of alcohol 
and narcotics on brain pathology. Both areas empha- 
sized heredity in mental illness, a concept that 
flourished in the decades following Darwin and perhaps 
reached its peak with Magnan's suggestion that not 
only psychoses but neuroses could be degenerative. In 
his study of delirium and degeneracy Legrain supposed 
that the nervous system was weakened by the maladies 
of the patient's ancestors--alcoholism, syphilis, or 
mania, for example--and that the affected brain must 


therefore show delirium, which then acted as a causa- 
tive factor in further organic deterioration. His 


book is primarily descriptive, containing a number of 
case histories. As the prognosis was thought poor, 
he dwells on family biographies, descriptions of 
symptoms and theoretical hypotheses rather than treat- 
ment procedures. Particularly interesting are those 
people termed dégénérés supérieurs, geniuses whose 
faculties were believed to be in disequilibrium in 
such a way that their great intellects functioned un- 
hampered by logic or moral sense. Legrain believed, 
as did the phrenologists who correlated faculty psy- 
chology with physiognomy, that these individuals often 
reflected their uneven mental endowments in asymmetri- 
cal features. 

From the fund established by Mrs. Frances S. 
Cartmel] we added two more French-language books: 


J. A. Peeters, Gheel et le Patronage Familial, 
Lettres Médicales, Bruxelles: 1883. 


Jules Duval, Gheel, ou une Colonie d'Alieénés 
Vivant en Famille et en Liberté, Paris: 1867. 

Legend has it that St. Dymphna fled to Gheel, 
Belgium from Ireland to escape her incestuous father, 
who followed her and in an insane rage killed her 
there. It was said that at the shrine built to her 
the mentally i11 were miraculously cured. With St. 
Dymphna's canonization in the 13th century, religious 
pilgrimages to Gheel furthered its fame as a place of 
healing. Those who stayed for some time, often men- 
tally retarded children, were boarded in the farming 
community, and the able-bodied worked in households 
or in the fields. Family care of the mentally i11 
only slowly evolved into a more formal system in 
Gheel. It was not until the 19th century that any 
medical supervision and placement of patients was in- 
augurated, ending a period of abuse. Then, as now, 
the patient population was composed largely of chronic 
cases, making the therapeutic value difficult to 
assess and the arguments on both sides of the family 
care system lively. These two 19th century volumes 
support the endeavor wholeheartedly. M. Duval be- 
lieved that the institutionalization of mental 
patients only contributed to their alienation. He 


contrasted the incidence of mental illness in differ- 
ent parts of the world and found a permissive, support- 
ive environment to be the crucial factor in successful 
therapy. As a judge and, evidently, an amateur econ- 
omist rather than a physician he presents attitudes 
about social behavior, the Colony's economic situation, 
and the relationship between patients and the law from 
a position not often found in discussions of Gheel. 

Dr. Peeters' book briefly deals with assumptions about 
the nature of the Colony and then turns to such prac- 
tical questions as administration, integration of the 
patients into the community, and the delicate balance 
that is maintained between freedom of movement and 
careful supervision of behavior. As such this book, 
whose author was the. Medical Inspector at Gheel at 

the time it was written, becomes a useful companion 
volume to Duval's more theoretical and utopian work. 


Among the works purchased for the library 
through contributions from anonymous donors in support 
of Dr. Diethelm's special fund was the following: 

Werner Rolfinck, Methodus Cognoscendi & Cur- 
andi Adfectus Capitis Particulares, Jena: 1653. 

This collection consists of twelve student dis- 
sertations on diseases of the head that were written 
under Professor Werner Rolfinck (1599-1678) at Jena. 
It includes four treatises on psychiatric topics and 
joins two volumes acquired earlier, the Epitome (1655), 
which illustrates with clinical examples the influence 
of Paracelsus and Harvey on medical theory, and the 
Connotia Medica (1669), with eight psychiatric dis- 
sertations. Rolfinck studied at Leyden under Fran- 
ciscus de le Boe (Sylvius) and at Wittenberg under 
Sennert. Their chemical influence can be seen in 
Rolfinck's Chimia (1662), a textbook of chemical 
treatment in medicine that includes psychiatry. Af- 
ter graduation from Padua in 1625 he declined the 
professorship of anatomy and returned to Germany, 
where he was for 44 years Professor of Internal Medi- 
cine at Jena. His main interest was anatomy, however. 
So efficiently did he deal with the problem of obtain- 


ing deceased subjects for his dissections that the 
practice of grave robbing became known in Germany 
as "rolfincking." 


An outstanding group of manuscript items from 
the trial of Charles J. Guiteau, the assassin of 
President James Garfield, was purchased through the 
fund established by Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Blatt. 
The trial notes are those of the prosecution, and 
most are in the hand of Judge John K. Porter, the 
most eminent of the three prosecution lawyers and a 
skilled master of courtroom technique. He carefully 
gauged the temper of the jury and the crowded court- 
room, and against his own dignified and confident 
demeanor played Guiteau's constantly excited, unruly 
and disruptive outbursts. The prosecution's position 
was enviable. Despite the defendant's history of 
bizarre and disturbed behavior, public wrath was at 
such a pitch that Porter had only to prove Guiteau 
was sane enough to differentiate between right and 
wrong, the definition of criminal responsibility 
under the M'Naghten Rule. Guiteau readily acknowl] - 
edged the illegality of his act but claimed that it 
was committed for the greater good of the country and 
was sanctioned under orders from "Jesus Christ & 
Company." The trial became a forum both for testing 
the M'Naghten Rule and for continuing the controversy 
over the extent to which heredity and environment 
contributed to aberrant behavior. Guiteau was con- 
victed and hung six months after the trial began, but 
through many factors--professional criticism of the 
conduct of the trial, a less hysterical evaluation 
of Guiteau's psychopathology, and increasing psy- 
chiatric sophistication among them--it gradually be- 
came accepted that he had in fact been insane. The 
prosecution notes taken during the trial are fascinat- 
ing witness to Guiteau's mental state, since they re- 
port verbatim any unusual behavior or testimony from 
the defendant. They also include lists of expert psy- 
chiatric witnesses for both sides, summaries of earlier 
insanity trials, and commentaries from the periodical 


press. 

Among other items added to the Blatt collection 
were a number of prints including a famous one of 
James Norris, an inmate of Bethlem Hospital who had 
been chained to a wall for nine years after allegedly 
attacking a keeper of the asylum. Norris's case 
provided a dramatic and pathetic example of the kinds 
of abuses that had been perpetrated in many British 
institutions, and became a focal point of the Par- 
liamentary investigations begun in 1815. Out of these 
inquiries grew reforms in asylum practices designed 
to protect the rights of the individual after commit- 
ment. 


Mrs. Wladimir Eliasberg has given to the 1i- 
brary a nearly complete set of English and German re- 
prints by her late husband, Dr. Eliasberg (1887-1969), 
the neuropsychiatrist, philosopher, teacher, and 
author of some 350 articles and 20 books. The range 
of his interests and accomplishments was vast, and is 
well illustrated by the material in this collection. 
Similar sets of reprints were also presented by Mrs. 
Eliasberg to the American Psychiatric Association and 
the New York Academy of Medicine. 


Miss Emily L. Martin continued to give to the 
library a wealth of books, journals, articles, photo- 
graphs and annual reports relating to the mental 
health and mental hygiene movements. Miss Martin 
has also put together this year a Frankwood B. Williams 
collection that includes his bibliography, many of his 
articles and reprints, and a valuable series of his 
manuscript notes on Sigmund Freud, Isaac Ray and many 
of the leading figures of the mental hygiene movement 
in the 19th century. Among her other gifts is material 
from Samuel W. Hamilton, Paul Komora and Adolf Meyer. 


Inflation, Anniversaries and Opportunities! 


In 1971 we hope that many more Friends will 
join us. Inflation in the psychiatric book market is 
greater than in most areas. Although we are fortunate 
in owning most of the high-priced classics, the minor 
items we seek of the 19th century, less prestigious 
but of great importance for the serious student, often 
have price tags of from $10 to $75 today. As we are a 
research facility and not primarily a rare book library 
we try to draw a limit, albeit a flexible one; beyond 
a certain price we will order a microfilm or a photo- 
copy of the desired item. As can well be appreciated, 
nonetheless, it is infinitely more desirable and con- 
venient to work from an original copy. The year 1971 
will also be the 35th anniversary of the collection. 
Won't you help us celebrate and fight inflation at the 
same time? If you have not joined us before, we hope 
you will do so. If you are already a loyal Friend, 
would you help us by finding one more Friend to join 
your group, or perhaps increasing the category of your 
gift? 

Opportunities also exist for longer term contri- 
butions which can be recognized with an appropriate 
bookplate giving either the name of the donor, or of 
the person honored by the donor. Gifts of $5,000 or 
more to Cornel] University Medical College enable us 
to establish an endowment fund. The income therefrom 
would be used yearly to strengthen the collections and 
would create a perpetually growing and important gift 
or memorium. If it seemed proper to establish such a 
bequest in one's will we would be glad to discuss how 
it should be handled. 

Once again, our thanks. 


We would like to express our thanks to the fol- 
lowing individuals and institutions (parentheses indi- 
cate those persons particularly helpful) who have 
assisted the growth of the library through the presen- 
tation of various gifts. 


Dr. Alexandra Adler 
American Foundation for Mental Hygiene 
(Mr. Gordon E. Brown, Mr. William T. Beaty, IT) 
American Psychiatric Association 
(Mrs. Jean Jones, Mrs. Gail Llewellyn) 
Dr. and Mrs. Eric T. Carlson 
Dr. McKeen Cattel] 
Dr. Lawrence W. Hanlon 
Isaac Ray Medical Library 
(Mrs. Erika Schmidt) 
Miss Irene C. Komora 
Dr. Helen P. Langner 
Dr. Walther Lechler 
Miss Marian McBee 
Menninger Foundation 
(Miss Emily L. Martin, Mrs. Verne Horne) 
New-York Historical Society . 
(Mr. James Gregory) 
New York Psychoanalytic Institute 
(Mrs. Phyllis Rubinton) 
Dr. Jacques M. Quen 
Dr. Robert Rieber 
Dr. David Shakow 
Mrs. Meribeth M. Simpson 
Dr. Hans Syz 
Dr. Robert I. Watson 
Mr. Philip J. Weimerskirch 
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MEMBERS OF THE FRIENDS, 1970 


HONORARY MEMBER 
Dr. Oskar Diethelm 


LIFE MEMBERS 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Blatt 
Mrs. Frances S. Cartmel] 
An Anonymous Friend 


PATRON MEMBERS 


Dr. and Mrs. Eric T. Carlson 
Dr. Francis D. Kane 


SUSTAINING MEMBERS 


Dr. Lillian E. McGowan 
Dr. Jacques M. Quen 
Dr. Hans Syz 
Dr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Warner 


CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS 


Dr. Stuart Ashman Dr. William T. Lhamon 

Dr. Ralph D. Baker Dr. Edward Y. Liang 

Dr. James E. Baxter Dr. Bernard Mathis Malloy 
Mr. Edward W. Bourne Dr. Bradford G. Murphey 
Dr. Remo R. Cerulli Dr. Carl Muschenheim 

Dr. John E. Deitrick Dr. Edwin R. Ranzenhofer 
Mrs. Oskar Diethelm Dr. Philip S. Robbins 

Dr. and Mrs. Frank Glenn Dr. Marie-Louise Schoelly 
Dr. Marilyn G. Karmason Dr. Edward E. Seelye 

Dr. M. Dorothea Kerr Dr. Robert J. Stoller 

Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Larson’ Dr. David D. Thompson 


. and Mrs. Abraham Lenzner Dr. 


Alden E. Whitney 


Dr. Peter G. Wilson 
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ANNUAL MEMBERS 


. Edward T. Adelson 

. Dr. Arthur A. Anderson 
. Gerald A. Anderson 

. Valer Barbu 

. Alexander G. Bearn 

. Nelson Borelli 

. Donald Boudreau 

. A. Louise Brush 

. and Mrs. Arvid V. Carlson 
. Jacob R. Christ 

. Jonathan 0. Cole 

. Howard N. Cooper 

. James L. Curtis 


and Mrs. Norman Dain 


Miss Elizabeth H. Day 


Mrs. 
. Paul F. de Gara 
. and Mrs. 
. and Mrs. 
. Arturo Flores Gallardo 
. and Mrs. 
. Richard J. Glavin 
. and Mrs. 
. John Gussen 

. H. Kenneth Hall 

. Francis J. Hamilton 
. Philip Herbert 

. Joseph C. Hinsey 

. Peter T. Janulis 

. John G. Kidd 

. Robert A. Koch 

. Marie Krisiuk 

. Bernard Landis 

. Helen P. Langner 
Dr. 


Hannah S. Decker 


E. J. Donnellan 
Birkett Elvidge 


Benjamin Gim 
Sanford Goldston 


L. Gerald Laufer 


Miss Veronica H. Lazarus 
Dr. Joseph M. Zucker 


e Dr. 


. Louis Linn 

. Alan A. McLean 

. Robert MacLeod 

. Alexander R. Martin 
. Rene C. Mastrovito 
. Mary E. Mercer 

. George Mora 

. Timothy B. Moritz 

. Anna J. Munster 

. Benjamin Nelson 

. and Mrs. Hayes A. Noel 
. Peter F. Ostwald 

. Esra S. Petursson 

. Edward L. Pinney, Jr. 
. Martha K. Reese 

. Louis E. Reik 

. Charles H. Richards 
. Herbert S. Ripley 

. Dorothy Ross 

. Jerome M. Schneck 

. Henry Schuman 

~« & Ge. BM. Scott 


Arthur Shapiro 


. Anne M. Shuttleworth 

. Richard M. Silberstein 
. S. Mouchly Small 

. Gerard P. Smith 

. James H. Spencer, Jr. 


Joseph W. Verhey 


Miss Lillian A. Wahrow 


Dr. 
Dr. 
Mr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 


Henriette L. Wayne 
Robert W. Webb 

Philip J. Weimerskirch 
George J. Wright, Jr. 
Harold S. Wright 

Kent A. Zimmerman 


